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DisAbility Ministries Committee of The United Methodist Church – Global Ministries/ Global Health
2016 PROJECT GRANT APPLICATION 
ADVANCE #3021054: DISABILITY MINISTRY PROJECT

CHURCH ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT (UNITED STATES)

SECTION 1:  OVERVIEW

Purpose:
To encourage United Methodist churches and related agencies to make their programs and facilities fully accessible to and inclusive of people with disabilities, by funding projects that address architectural, communication, attitudinal, and programmatic barriers.   
Project Scope:  Request should be related to the following types of projects:
	DISABILITY MINISTRY
	CHURCH ACCESSIBILITY (US only)

	Seed money for launching ministries inclusive of children and adults with disabilities. 
	Accessibility modifications to a church building or grounds.

	Support for outreach ministries that focus on ministry with people with disabilities (e.g. camps, community service, schools, training events for caregivers or teachers, etc.). 
	Purchase of equipment or other resources to make activities accessible.


The following are examples of types of projects that will be considered:
	DISABILITY MINISTRY
	CHURCH ACCESSIBILITY (US only)

	Developing inclusive and adaptive summer camp experiences for children, youth, and/or adults with disabilities.
	Installing a platform lift to make a basement fellowship hall accessible.

	Planning and implementation of a conference-wide or regional workshop on disability awareness and ministry.
	Building a new ADA-compliant ramp for church access.



	Training and set-up costs for an area ramp-building outreach ministry.
	Remodeling a restroom to create a fully accessible restroom.


	Starting a church-based respite program that would serve children with disabilities and their siblings.
	Installing a pad style automatic door opener on the entrance door to the church.


Requests are not considered for the following purposes:  

· General repairs, e.g. replacing a cracked sidewalk.
· Salary support.

· Projects that specifically address the needs of people who are Deaf, late-deafened, or hard of hearing.
(Apply for funding from Advance #982562 for projects relating to this type of ministry.) 

These grants are offered on a one-time basis only, so please do not apply if your church or agency has already received Global Ministries Disability Ministry or Church Accessibility grant funding.

Selection will be based on the following criteria

· Evidence of satisfactory planning including a detailed timeline.
· The feature or program to be funded is part of a larger plan of accessibility and inclusion.
· People with disabilities have been involved in the planning process.
· Current accessibility standards and guidelines have been followed for building or property modifications.

In the event that not all requests can be funded, priority will be given to grants received first in the cycle, and to grants representing diverse projects and geographic locations.  Accessibility grants are limited to $500.  Disability grants are generally $500.
Please consult the Accessibility Audit for Churches http://www.umdisabilityministries.org/access/audit.html in your planning process if the grant is for accessibility modifications.
For questions or support, please contact the DisAbility Ministries Committee at umdisability@gmail.com.
Reporting Requirements: 
A final brief narrative report, including photos and financial report, is due 30 days after the completion of the project or event, or after the purchase of equipment.  Information about your project may be publicized to help inspire and inform other churches and agencies.
Program Consideration:

As a program of the United Methodist Church, the DisAbility Ministries Committee of the United Methodist Church trusts that the recipient will act in accordance with the disciplinary mandate, which states that “these ministries shall be administered in the spirit of Jesus Christ and advance the dignity of persons without regard to religion, race, nationality, [ability] or sex, and shall enhance the quality of life in the human community.”  

Required to be submitted with the application

	Application signed and dated (see last page) by authorizing parties, all relevant questions answered, and budget information included.
	

	Copies of any relevant plans, photos, contractor’s bids, media articles, etc. that will help document the need and planning for the project.
	

	Copy of the church/ agency’s most recent accessibility audit, if accessibility funding is requested.
	

	Review by and signature of support from one District or Conference agency officer or director. (see last page) 
	


Submitting an application:
Email the completed application and supporting documents to Grants Administrator,  umdisability@gmail.com
PLEASE NOTE: Applications will reviewed once a year.  Receipt of applications will be acknowledged via email.  All funding decisions are made by the DisAbility Ministries Committee of The United Methodist Church or its representatives.  The deadline for applications is July 1 of each year.  You will be notified of the status of your application by November 1.  If you are approved, it could take several weeks for the check to be sent.  
SECTION 2: APPLICANT INFORMATION

	Date of Submission
	
	Total $ Requested 
	

	Type of Project:
	Accessibility Project______; Disability Ministry Project______ (see page one)

	Church/Agency Name
	

	Street Address or PO
City, State, Zip code,
Country
	

	Church/ AgencyPhone Number
	
	Church/ Agency Web Address
	

	Pastor/ Director Name
	
	Church/ Director Email
	

	Number of members 
	___________ or N/A
	Weekly Attendance 
	_____________or N/A

	Phone Number
	
	Annual Budget
	$

	Setting:
	Urban_____ Suburban_____ Rural_____

	Project Contact Person
	
	Email Address
	

	Annual Conference
	
	District
	

	Jurisdiction
	Northeastern_____; Southeastern_____; North Central_____; South Central_____; Western_____


SECTION 3:  PROJECT SUMMARY




Applicant:_________________________
Note: If indicated you may attach photos or other material that helps explain your project. 

1. DESCRIPTION OF NEED: Provide a brief description of the situation that the project seeks to address.  
2. PROJECT GOAL: In brief, state the project’s goal.  

3. PROJECT DETAILS: Please provide the following information to summarize the details of the project.  

Project Plan: What specifically will be done to address the need stated above?  How do you propose to use the grant?
Beneficiaries (include numbers as appropriate): Who will benefit from the proposed project? How will this improve the ability of persons with disabilities to be involved in the life of your congregation or program?
Project Input: How have persons with disabilities and family members been involved in setting priorities and planning related to this project?  What groups have been involved with the planning?
Project Status: Indicate if your project has already been started or is still in the planning phase. If still in the planning phase, state whether or not a final go-ahead decision has been made.  
Project Timeline: Please list project steps, target completion dates, and responsible parties. 
Sustainability and Evaluation: Explain how the project will be monitored and maintained.  

Long Term Plans: How does this project fit into the long-term accessibility and inclusion plans for the congregation or agency?

 Standards: If the project is for physical access, please indicate which standards you have used to develop your plans.  (Check all that apply) Local Ordinance _____; State Regulations _____; ANSI _____; ADAAG _____; N/A _____; Other:__________________
SECTION 4:  FUNDING REQUEST INFORMATION   

Applicant:__________________________
SUPPORTING BUDGET FOR GRANT REQUEST

Prepare a line item budget, inclusive of the funding request.  A template is available below for your use or you may attach one in similar format.  Identify additional resources that will help fund the project.  Attach bids if appropriate. 
	INCOME (specify sources)
	$ (USD)

	Disability Ministry or Church Accessibility funding (this grant request)
	

	Fund raising
	

	Other grants
	

	Memorials and endowment funds
	

	In-kind Contributions
	

	
	

	Other
	

	Total Income
	

	EXPENSES (itemize)
	

	Consultants 
	

	Supplies and materials
	

	Office expense
	

	Labor and contractor fees
	

	Permits and fees
	

	Publicity
	

	Miscellaneous expenses
	

	Other
	

	
	

	Total Expenses
	

	BALANCE (Income minus Expenses)
	


Other information, if applicable, pertaining to financial need.

Have you applied for a Disability Ministry or Church Accessibility grant from Global Ministries before?  Yes___ No___

PLEASE DO NOT APPLY IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED A DISABILITY GRANT IN THE PAST!
SECTION 5:  SIGNATURES AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

______________________________________________________________________________


_________

Name and Signature of Project Contact (person completing the application):




Date
______________________________________________________________________________


_________
Name and Signature of Pastor (or head of agency if not a local church):



-
Date
_______________________________________________________________________________

_________

Name and Signature of one church officer: Trustees Chair ____; Council Chair____, Other officer:_____

Date

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________

Name and Signature of one District or Conference representative





Date

Please indicate title/ role of above person: District Superintendent ____; Chair of Conference Disability Concerns or Health and Welfare Committee ____; Director of Connectional Ministries ____; Other____ : 
